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The new government, expected to be similar to the current one and headed by Benjamin Netanyahu - as we heard in the election campaign regarding the declarations for the expected Trump Plan - will continue to push the messianic-nationalist dimension of the conflict forward so as to be a fundamentally territorial national conflict. It will carry the flag of annexation and at the same time will advance the struggle for Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount, as a preliminary stage in the building of the Temple. These two components - sovereignty over all the Land of Israel and the establishment of the Temple - are the necessary conditions for the coming of the Messiah and for the redemption of the Jewish people according to the Mishnah of the followers of Rabbi Kook in the different parties. From the Likud to the United Right.  
In their understanding, these components are needed in order to prove who are the chosen people that hold the true religion, which assures them the land, in accordance to the verse "To your offspring I will give this land" (Genesis 12: 7). An assurance that will be realized through the settlement enterprise, as commanded, "See, the Lord your God has given you the land. Go up and take possession of it" (Deuteronomy 1:21) and is needed in order to reject the Islamic claim that "My righteous slaves shall inherit the land" (sūrat l-anbiyāa 21:105), which holds that the land was indeed given to the children of Israel, but they turned their backs on the prophets of God (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zechariah, Jesus, and Muhammad - the last prophet), and therefore that right was transferred to the Muslims.
The plans and proposals for the partial annexation of the West Bank, raised at an unprecedented rate since Donald Trump's election as president, seek to advance a further step towards fulfilling the messianic vision. This, with the establishment of the right-wing government and after Netanyahu has pledged to stop blocking them as he did in the outgoing Knesset and to adopt them as his own. The initiators of these plans and proposals seek to exploit the situation in which they see an opportunity for political power: the victory of the right-wing bloc for the fourth time in a row, the unprecedented support of the Trump administration, the weakness of the European Union, the weakness of the United Nations, the wars in the Arab world, the split in the Palestinian camp and more.
Implementation of the process of annexation will reflect a fundamental change in the policy of action of the recent Israeli governments, which made a point of "creeping annexation" policy in a series of steps: The expansion of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, in accordance to Israeli law (in the settlements) and in its violation (in the outposts), de facto annexation through the "security fence", building in Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem, paving of bypass roads, restricting Palestinian development in Area C and demolishing unauthorized houses there, and recently, the deepening of the distinction between the Jewish residents and the Palestinians through a series of legislative steps.
The Netanyahu government is no longer seeking to distinguish between the areas agreed upon by the sides in the context of an exchange of land - the "settlement blocs" and the Jewish settlements adjacent to the "Green Line" - and the isolated Jewish settlements on the mountain and in the Jordan Valley. Last week, for example, Defense Minister Netanyahu authorized the construction of the Hawara bypass road at a cost of NIS 260 million for the four isolated settlements around Nablus, home to only 7,500 people, as part of a broader program costing NIS 5 billion. In addition, the Council for Higher Education approved this week the establishment of a Medicine Faculty at Ariel University.
An approval of the annexation proposals - whether it will be made in the wake of the expected Palestinian refusal to the Trump Plan, any coalition crisis, or security escalation – will indicate that the Israeli government intends to change its policy to "de jure annexation," as Bennett declared in 2016: "On the subject of the Land of Israel, we have to move from a halt to a decision. We have to mark the dream, and the dream is that Judea and Samaria will be part of the sovereign land of Israel". This is a dramatic change in the context of the decisions that the Zionist leadership was required to make during this century of conflict between the three main goals of Zionism: (A) To be a Jewish state (a state for the Jewish people in which they will be a majority), (B) to be a democratic state, and (C) to be a state over all of the Mandate's territory (of Greater Israel). As he recognized the essence of Zionism, former Prime Minister Menachem Begin declared in 1972: "Zionism ... these are its foundations in the Land of Israel, in which our right is indisputable, there will be a Jewish majority, an Arab minority, and equal rights for all. We did not deviate from this Torah, and we will not deviate from it, in it is curtailed the righteousness of our case".
Due to the fact that in most of the years of the conflict there was a non-Jewish majority in Palestine, the Zionist leadership was forced to choose two of the three goals and decide between three options: (A) A Jewish state that extends over the whole of Palestine but is not democratic - in contrast to the Balfour Declaration, the Mandate, the Partition Plan and the Declaration of Independence adopted by it, and the political and legal basis for the establishment of the State of Israel. (B) A democratic state that extends over all the Land of Israel but is not Jewish. (C) A Jewish and democratic state in part of the Land of Israel. The third option was the strategic choice of the Zionist leadership and the governments of Israel up to the current government.  
The elimination of the feasibility of a two-state solution through limited means of annexation is now Netanyahu's goal and as well as of a number of ministers and MKs; But they would avoid the threat of annexation of Areas A and B or the re-establishment of a military government there. They believe that they will be able to manage the annexation according to their wishes, but the assessments and forecasts of former senior officials in the defense establishment, in foreign policy and in the economy are completely different. The annexation of Area C or some of it will lead to the official death of the Oslo Accords, the dismantling of the Palestinian Authority, the loss of security coordination and to the a severe wave of violence. All these will force Israel to re-take control of Areas A and B, reestablish the Civil Administration to manage the lives of 2.6 million Palestinians, and later even apply Israeli law to that territory and people; first according to the model of East Jerusalem residency, and then fully including citizenship.
Thus, for Netanyahu, the two-state solution and the political and physical separation from the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which underpinned the political-security outlook of former Israeli Prime Ministers (Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres, Ehud Barak, Ariel Sharon and Ehud Olmert) will be replaced with annexation, by means of a law that may lead to the annexation of the entire West Bank. This is a change in the order of priorities of the Zionist goals: giving priority to Mandatory Israel over and at the expense of a solid Jewish majority and a democratic regime in the State of Israel. This will cause a storm, of which scope and speed will be determined by regional and global factors. But if Israel chooses to initiate it, it will eventually bury the Zionist vision. 
The Israeli government has the authority to promote annexation as part of the realization of its ideological position. However, the government is expected to adopt such a decision as part of a comprehensive policy aimed at improving the country's strategic position, preserving its identity and police, and promoting the components of its national security. This is after a serious strategic discussion that examines all the implications that are expected to result from annexation steps. 
The flow of proposals for annexation, which all share a non-use of data, the lack of professional staff work and the use of laundered language, all of which indicates the intentions and objectives of the proposers: to promote a messianic nationalist ideology in which personal political interests are intertwined at the expense of the state's overall interests. The increase in the power of the nationalists in the future government will increase the number of those who underestimate the potential threats to Israel as a result of annexation, and therefore may not hesitate to change the current situation in order to realize their vision.
Israel will find itself deep in a gloomy reality without a Palestinian Authority, a severe crisis with Egypt and Jordan, and a political confrontation with the Europeans. If it comes to its senses, it will seek to get out of the situation. The historical experience of the 25 years of the "Oslo process" teaches us that Israel has chosen to emerge from a crisis and violent escalation in one of three ways:
One, it will almost certainly want to act independently to promote physical separation without compromising the extent of its security control over the external perimeter of the Palestinian area and its ability to intervene in it, and implement a "disengagement / convergence plan". In other words, the evacuation of isolated Jewish settlements into the "settlement blocs", completion of the "security fence", maintaining the security presence on the Jordanian border, and the ability to intervene in all areas of Judea and Samaria. This plan is likely to face many difficulties due to the absence of a Palestinian government body that can take responsibility for the Palestinian territories. Its advantages include separating the populations by reducing friction and maintaining the conditions for agreed separation, maintaining Israel's security, preserving the vast majority of Israelis living beyond the Green Line in their homes, separated and protected by the security fence and maintaining the present status of all of Jerusalem. 
Two, Israel will renew its negotiations with the Palestinian leadership in accordance with the existing parameters. It can be assumed that the Palestinians may adopt a position that is far more rigid than today's position on the four core issues (borders, security, Jerusalem and refugees), including on the future of the Jewish settlements. This insight must be addressed by the Israeli opposition leaders in formulating their position on any move of annexation, however small.
Three, Israel will launch a new "road map" of three phases that will be coordinated with the United States, the European Union, the Arab Quartet (Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates) and the Palestinian leadership in exile. The first stage may include a convergence plan or implementation of parts of it, the recognition of Palestine with provisional borders and the renewal of permanent status negotiations. In the second stage, a permanent agreement will be signed that will include regional involvement. The third stage will be the gradual implementation of the permanent status agreement, with Arab and international involvement.
Netanyahu can choose otherwise to save the trouble that is in the process of annexation, and to adopt one of the three options now. But it seems that he prefers to march in the cattle corral corridors of the messianic-nationalist right and drag the State of Israel together with him.
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