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His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas hosts…

Peace coalition

December 19, 2010

12:00 – 2:05pm President’s office (Mukata) 


Opening Remarks…

PRESIDENT MAHMOUD ABBAS: (In Arabic) In the name of Allah, the merciful and the compassionate…

(In English)

 Good morning ladies and gentlemen. I am honored to receive you here in Al Mukata and in Ramallah; the Palestinian Territories.  I think it is not the first time for many of you but I hope it will be not be the last time for all of you to come here, to visit us, to see the Palestinian Territories, how the Palestinians are living here…to see everything and to meet with each other and to exchange views with each others, because at the end we want to make peace between the people, Palestinian people and the Israeli people not between the governments. I represent the government but many of the attendants are ordinary people so I hope that there will be changing views with each other so at the end to come to results to help us in our negotiations to achieve last peace between two peoples. It is not the first gathering like this.  We held many gatherings outside unfortunately with the Jewish Community…because you know, ten years ago; we couldn’t come to see each other so we found a way to talk to the leadership, the Jewish leadership abroad, like America, Latin America, like South Africa, like Canada and this year I met with the Jewish Community in Washington, in New York, in Paris and after that, the Washington Near East Institution, came to us here in this place and we had life together and we exchanged views for two hours. Now, I think it’s a very good opportunity to start because we decided from the very the very beginning that we have to talk to the Israeli people.

We have to see each other because at the end we want to make peace. 
Without the understanding, between the two peoples, I don’t think that the leaders can sign an agreement and at the end I don’t think they can implement this agreement. 

I want to talk to you about the negotiations which started after Annapolis.
If you remember, it was the last year for President George Bush… he brought us together with about 60 countries.  And at the end they told us that you would have to go and start negotiations and we already started the negotiations between our government and Mr. Ehud Olmert. At that time, it was very intensive talks and very, very serious talks.  We put on the table all the core issues: Borders, Security, Jerusalem, Water, Refugees -- everything was put on the table. And we negotiated for at least eight months.   Unfortunately, we couldn’t conclude, we couldn’t finalize the files except one file about security in the day after. It was concluded by General James Jones, agreed by Mr. Olmert, myself, President George W. Bush, King Abdullah II and President Husni Mubarak. It was concluded now, I think, in the General James Jones, office. But the other issue we couldn’t conclude because our friend stepped down for his own reasons. We are not going to discuss the reasons. And we stopped our negotiations. But I want to refer to some incident. 
On the 19th of December 2008, by the end of his term, President Bush called on us to Washington and asked us a question. There is a little, small gap between the Palestinian position and the Israeli position on the borders.
PRESIDENT ABBAS CONT’D: Are you ready to come and to take the advantage of two or three weeks in my office and to discuss it between you and the Israelis?

It was on the 18th or 19th of December. We said “Okay, we are ready.”  Why? Because everything was discussed concerning borders except the swap…the percentage of the swap; whether it is 1.9 or 6.5 (percent). 1.9 was proposed by the Palestinian side. 6.5 was presented by the Israelis.  So we accepted because we felt that it is very important to solve this problem beside the security if we do go and finish these five, then the other five will be very easy to solve. On the 27th (of December) the war against Gaza was and in spite of that, we insisted that we will go to Washington. Saeb Erekat, at the end, contacted, his counterpart, the secretary of the Prime Minister Olmert Shalom Turgeman and told him, “Are you ready to go?” He said, “I cannot go.” We were supposed to go to Washington on the 2nd of January but unfortunately Turgeman didn’t accept and he said “there is a war now on Gaza” We said “we have to protest now, not you.” And “we have to be reluctant, not you. And we are ready in spite of all the incidents taking place in our territories; we are ready to go and to discuss the swap in order to find a solution to for the gap between the Israeli position and the Palestinian position.” He refused. Inaudible). And the file stayed as it is. One of the files in James Jones office and the other files were in need for further discussions in order to finalize. This is the real story about negotiations about us and Mr. Olmert. Some people, some media said we refused proposals here and proposals there Believe me, it is untrue. It is untrue. This is exactly what we reached and this is exactly what happened and you can ask your friends here and there about this story whether it is true or not. I will return back now. During this period, after two, three months, we were talking without accurate inferences on the issues.   
At that time, we asked the Americans: “What is your attitude about the terms of reference?” Condoleeza Rice came to us. And met with both, the Palestinians and the Israelis and told them – according to our understanding, concerning the Occupied Territories, it is the following. “Write it,” she said. “Please write it.” It is Gaza Strip. It is the West Bank. The West Bank, we mean Jerusalem -- East Jerusalem.  The Old city. Jordan Valley. And no man’s land. And you can go tomorrow to negotiate the borders according. This was your Saeb Erekat and Tzipi Livni and after that she came to my office and reiterated the same position. From that time, we started, myself and Mr. Olmert, concentrating and focusing on this issue. And we exchanged the swaps. I told him my swap: “I can accept 1.9 (percent).” But it is minor with the – what do you call it?
Chief Palestinian Negotiator Saeb Erekat:  Mutual -- 
PRESIDENT ABBAS: Mutual -- No. it will be in-

Chief Palestinian Negotiator Saeb Erekat:  --In size and value.

PRESIDENT ABBAS: In Size and value. Equal in size and value. We said okay. Next day he came to me with 6.5. After that I brought to him a map and he brought to me a map. But he didn’t give me the map. He showed it to me only. After that, he showed me another map. But he didn’t give it to me. 
PRESIDENT ABBAS CONT’D: On the contrary, I gave him my maps which means that the American position was as they cited and the Israeli position was accepted because we started talking about the territories. Also for the security… When we talked about security, we said that we accept third party.   They asked what kind of third party? It is Afghanistan? Pakistan? Indonesian? We said, no, no, no. It may be the – 
Senior Palestinian Official Yasser Abbedrabbo: UNIFIL. 

PRESIDENT MAHMOUD ABBAS: UNIFIL or NATO. And I put the word NATO and this term, my allies, NATO will be the third party.  Of course they are not my allies. They are your allies. It was accepted. In the Palestinian Territories…In the day after, when we declare independence, there will be a third party from NATO – accepted by the Americans. And I still remember what President George W. Bush told me: that it will be led by the Americans. I said okay – it will be led by (long pause) Afghanistan? Of course it will be led by you! And they discussed it with President Mubarak – you know because Egypt is affected by any presence and foreign presence in our territories. They accepted it. Also the Jordanians accepted it and the file was closed. Why am I talking about these things? Because it is from our heritage. From the negotiations. We cannot now when we talk about negotiations, we can not return back to zero, square zero, from the beginning to say (for Israelis to say) ‘We will not accept 67’ borders! We will not accept any third party existing in the Palestinian Territories! We do not trust the Americans! We do not trust the Europeans! We have to depend on ourselves! It means we will start from zero. And we cannot start from zero. Now, after George Bush left the office, Olmert also, our friend Obama came to office. The first speech (Cairo) everyone knows about it – that he asked Israelis to stop or freeze all kinds of settlement activities including the…natural growth. Okay. We said okay! It is our position. And this position is stipulated in the road map. But after four or five or six months, he couldn’t convince the Israelis, Israeli government. He returned back to us and said he couldn’t convince them, we have to go to another option. We said what kind of option?  He said proximity talks. It’s the first time I hear this word, proximity talks. I asked him what do you mean by proximity talks? He said it will be indirect talks but not exactly indirect talks. The mediator will go in between; takes your ideas and conveys it to the other party and returns back with the ideas of the other party and that’s it. Okay! They said also the proximity talks should produce results – real results on borders and security. Borders and security. Okay. After six months, they said, we couldn’t do it. We said what do you say? They said you can come to Washington. This was in August, I think. Come to Washington, on the 2nd of September. At that time, we assure you that we will convince Prime Minister Netanyahu to accept the moratorium which means to cease settlement activities. Are you sure? Yes, we are sure. Okay. Whom you invite? They said we invite King Abdullah II, Husni Mubarak and Tony Blair. Can’t you invite somebody else? They said no, it’s enough. Enough is enough. Okay. We were there in Washington on the 31st of August. On the 1st of September we met with the Secretary, the secretary said okay, tomorrow he will accept to extend the moratorium or else --

Chief Palestinian Negotiator Saeb Erekat: Otherwise, all bets will be off the table

PRESIDENT ABBAS:  Otherwise, all bets will be off the table. Okay. We couldn’t achieve any progress, many meetings, bilateral meetings, trilateral meetings, no use…at the end I used to tell Netanyahu, I cannot go to negotiations without settlement freeze. 
PRESIDENT ABBAS CONT’D: He used to tell me he cannot freeze the settlements because…many becauses’ One of them, my government will collapse and so on. That was the end of the first meeting. The second meeting was in Sharm Al Sheikh. It passed the same week. The third meeting was in his house in Jerusalem. We spent about 3-4 hours with him. We were together only myself and Mr. Netanyahu, attended by Madam Hillary Clinton and George Mitchell. We spent all the time talking about security. Without elaborating, at the end, he asked me, what can you see? I told him I cannot go to negotiations without settlement freeze. He said I cannot do it and this was the last meeting. Then we went to Washington and New York and met with many Israeli leadership like President Shimon Peres, like defense minister,  and others of course, (inaudible) many, many times. But on the 26th they declared that the moratorium is over and that they will restart the settlement activities. At the end, the Americans came to us, told us, that “we failed to convince Mr. Netanyahu to extend the moratorium” and they will try to do something in between. I don’t know whether it will be negotiations – we will not accept negotiations. It will be direct or indirect, we will not accept because we want the cessation of settlement activities to take place or otherwise, we told everybody, that we cannot go further. Now, we will wait the Americans – what to do, what to say –but at the end, we want peace! I cannot understand that settlement activities here and there are better than peace. Peace is more precious than settlements than governments   than everything because it is the future of our generations. We are ready to go towards peace – to have our state on the 1967’ borders with East Jerusalem as its’ capitol, agreed swaps, to have security, to have third party in our territories. For awhile, it will be agreed upon and we will find solutions for the other remaining issues of the core issues. I think it’s enough. This is my introduction. Thank you very much. 
(APPLAUSE)

Closing Remarks
PRESIDENT MAHMOUD ABBAS: Thank you very much for coming; joining us… for this is a good opportunity which I hope will be repeated in Israel or in any other Palestinian place,  but it doesn’t matter – any place you choose, we will be ready to meet talk more and more and more.
This meeting was decided by our institutions. It is not only my decision. It is decided by our Central Committee and other institutions of the PLO -- So all the leadership of the Palestinian people are for these meetings. You notice here that we have changed the culture of terror and violence into the culture of peace and stability. You will see it in the West Bank since four years or more, nothing happened here because the people believe in peace. They want peace.  We don’t want anymore bloodshed as it happened yesterday or today in Gaza. We don’t want it. We want peace because the people here and even in Gaza are for peace. If you look at the polls, the majority of the people there are for peace. We believe, ladies and gentlemen, in peace through negotiations only…Through negotiations only. We are not going to choose any other way. This is our way. We choose it and we want to go ahead until we find a solution, a peaceful solution with Israeli people.  
I know and you know the late Abba Eban slogan…he used to say that the: “Palestinians don’t miss an opportunity to miss an opportunity.” We do not want to miss this opportunity. We do not want to miss it. Please help us not to miss it. I have eight grandchildren. Eight! I want a peaceful life for them. By the way, four of them participated in the ‘Seeds of Peace’ in America last year. I want them to participate in the seeds of peace either in Haifa or in Jericho. Thank you very much.  
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